
An Economic Justice Circle, Pittsburgh Budget and Policy Center, and Equitable and Just 
Greater Pittsburgh Info Guide

This guide provides a big picture overview of the American Rescue

Plan Act, how funds are allocated, and ways to ensure funds are spent

equitably. 
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W H A T  I S  T H E  A M E R I C A N  R E S C U E
P L A N  A C T  ( A R P A ) ?

The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, also known as the COVID-19 Stimulus

Package, is a $1.9 trillion economic stimulus bill passed in hopes to speed up

the United States' recovery from the economic and health effects of the COVID-

19 pandemic and the ongoing recession. 

Support public health expenditures

Address negative impact caused by the public health

emergency 

Replace lost public sector revenue

Provide premium pay for essential workers

Invest in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure 

The use of these funds should respond to negative impacts of the public health

emergency and be designed to address economic harm resulting from or made

worse by the public health emergency.

E L I G I B L E  U S E S  F O R  A R P A  S P E N D I N G

W H A T ' S  I N  T H E  A R P A ?

$350 billion direct aid to states,

and localities 

$250 billion for vaccines, testing

and school reopening

$650 billion in direct economic

stimulus and extended

unemployment

$150 billion in child tax credits to

lift American children out of

poverty

$4 billion in debt relief to Black

indigenous farmers

$27 billion in additional

emergency rental assistance and

vouchers
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GENERAL FLOW OF ARPA MONEY

(City of Pgh, McKessport,
 Penn Hills)
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G R E A T E S T  L O C A L  A R P A
A L L O C A T I O N S

Funds must be obligated by December 31, 2024

Funds must be spent by December 31, 2026
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C O U N T Y  A L L O C A T I O N S  

County Amount
Allegheny 

Armstrong 

Beaver 

Butler

Fayette

Washington

Westmoreland

Counties receive their money directly from the federal government. 

$380,998,452.00

$12,574,015.00

$91,978,752.00

$36,488243.00

$25,109,959.00

$98,857371.00

$105,319,216.00

*Map courtesy of Jared Kohler, CREATE Lab* 
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M U N I C I P A L  A L L O C A T I O N S  

Metropolitan Cities  

Pittsburgh

McKeesport

Penn Hills

$335,070,222

$24,753,914

$17,129,203

 

These municipalities receive
their money directly from the

federal government.

"Non-Entitlement Units"

See table below for
allocations.

Non-Entitlement Units receive their
allocations from the

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

0-500k

500k-1M

1M-2M

2M-3.4M

> 3.4M

*Map courtesy of Jared Kohler, CREATE Lab* 
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M U N I C I P A L I T Y  A L L O C A T I O N S  
This table shows the ARPA fund allocations to municipalities (Non-Entitlement Units) within

Allegheny County. 
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M U N I C I P A L I T Y  A L L O C A T I O N S  
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400k              16M
Pittsburgh School District-$ 100 million

S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T
A L L O C A T I O N S  

*Map courtesy of Jared Kohler, CREATE Lab* 
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School districts receive their allocations from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Note: Eligible uses of ARPA funds for school districts differ from the eligible uses for counties,
cities, and municipalities. Please see the state Department of Education website for more

information: https://www.education.pa.gov/ARPEsser 

S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T
A L L O C A T I O N S  
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F O C U S  O N  E Q U I T Y  I N
S P E N D I N G

The U.S. Department of  the Treasury’s guidance frequently

discusses the intersection of low-income households, communities

and people of color, and poverty with the pandemic. According to

the guidance, Treasury encourages recipients to provide assistance

to those households, businesses, and nonprofits in communities

most disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. 

Recipient governments have enormous flexibility to help

disproportionally impacted populations and communities — to help

direct aid to geographic locations of greatest need, Treasury will

automatically presume that certain types of services and investments

will qualify as eligible use of funds when they are provided in a

Qualified Census Tract (QCT).  

 

T A R G E T E D  S P E N D I N G  I S  E N C O U R A G E D  I N
C E R T A I N  C E N S U S  T R A C T S  B A S E D  O N

Q U A L I F I E D  C E N S U S  T R A C T S  I N
A L L E G H E N Y  C O U N T Y

A Qualified Census Tracts (QCT) is defined as any census tract

 (or equivalent geographic area defined by the Bureau of the

Census) in which 50 percent of households:

 

- have incomes below 60 percent of the Area Median Gross

Income (AMGI) 

-or-

-have a poverty rate of 25 percent or more
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A l l e g h e n y  V a l l e y :  M i l l v a l e ,  N a t r o n a  H e i g h t s ,
N e w  K e n s i n g t o n ,  S h a r p s b u r g ,  T a r e n t u m

M o n o n g a h e l a  V a l l e y :  B r a d d o c k ,  C l a i r t o n ,
D u q u e s n e ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  H o m e s t e a d ,  M c K e e s p o r t ,
R a n k i n ,  V e r s a i l l e s

O h i o  V a l l e y :  M c K e e s  R o c k s  a n d  S t o w e  T o w n s h i p

M t .  O l i v e r

THE QCTs IN ALLEGHENY COUNTY OUTSIDE OF
THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH INCLUDE: 

Note: This map is for educational purposes only. Current qualifying census tracts might differ slightly from what is shown here.
Census tracts may change following the 2020 census. See here for more information:

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/qct.html#2021 
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W e s t  S i d e :  W e s t  E n d ,  E l l i o t ,  S h e r i d a n ,  E s p l e n

N o r t h  S i d e :  P e r r y  S o u t h ,  F i n e v i e w ,  N o r t h v i e w  H e i g h t s ,
E a s t  A l l e g h e n y

S o u t h  H i l l t o p :  A l l e n t o w n ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  B e l t z h o o v e r ,
K n o x v i l l e

H i l l  D i s t r i c t :  C r a w f o r d - R o b e r t s ,  B e d f o r d  D w e l l i n g s ,
M i d d l e  H i l l  ( N o t e :  U p p e r  H i l l  i s  n o t  a  Q C T )

O a k l a n d :  N o r t h ,  S o u t h ,  a n d  W e s t  O a k l a n d

G r e a t e r  H a z e l w o o d :  H a z e l w o o d ,  G l e n  H a z e l

E a s t  S i d e :  E a s t  H i l l s ;  E a s t  L i b e r t y ;  G a r f i e l d ;
H o m e w o o d  N o r t h ,  S o u t h ,  a n d  W e s t ;  L a r i m e r ,  L i n c o l n -
L e m i n g t o n

THE QCTs IN THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH INCLUDE
THESE NEIGHBORHOODS: 

Note: This map is for educational purposes only. Current qualifying census tracts might differ slightly from what is shown here.
Census tracts may change following the 2020 census. See here for more information:

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/qct.html#2021 
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A L L E G H E N Y  C O U N T Y
D E C I S I O N  M A K E R S  F O R
S P E N D I N G  A R P A  F U N D S

County Executive: Final decision maker of ARPA
allocations

County Council:  Votes and approves spending of
ARPA funds

Budget and Finance Committee: Complies all
Department requests and reviews against guidance
and allowable categories of costs. Seeks legislative
approval to accept and spend funds and completes all
federal reporting requirements.

County Departments: Submits ARPA spending
requests of potential projects, public health and
health safety payroll and filling budgeted vacant
positions to Budget and Finance 
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C I T Y  O F  P I T T S B U R G H  D E C I S I O N
M A K E R S  F O R  S P E N D I N G  A R P A

F U N D S

Task Force: City Councilperson Daniel Lavelle, City
Councilperson Rev. Ricky Burgess, City Councilperson
Theresa Kail-Smith, Mayor's Office

City Council: Councilmembers Rev. Ricky Burgess,
Anthony Coghill, Deb Gross, Daniel Lavelle, Theresa Kail-
Smith, Bruce Kraus, Corey O'Connor, Erika Strassburger,
and Bobby Wilson

Mayor's Office: Mayor Bill Peduto and staff; Incoming
mayor and staff 

Office of Management and Budget 

Responsibilities: Make recommendations regarding
the distribution of ARPA funds allocated to the City of
Pittsburgh using the Equity First Spending Plan
detailing methods ARPA funding will use to reduce
racial inequities in the City

Responsibilities: Considers recommendations made by
the Task Force and votes on ARPA funds allocations.

Responsibilities: Has a representative on the task force
. Distributes funds from the ARPA as voted by City
Council.

Responsibilities: Work with the Task Force to create an
ARPA Spending Plan 
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Contact City and County Council members

Attend City and County Council meetings

Demand a transparent public process for how ARPA spending

is distributed 

Build your case! Historic disparities have only gotten worse and

increased the need for funding to vulnerable communities.

Engage decision makers!

In its guidance, U.S. Department of the Treasury explicitly urges

"State, territorial, Tribal, and local governments to engage their

constituents and communities in developing plans to use these

payments, given the scale of funding and its potential to

catalyze broader economic recovery and rebuilding.” 

Given the scale of funding and the impact potential of
ARPA funds, spending should be based in transparency,
equity, and community engagement.

Transparency: Are decision makers presenting proposed

ARPA spending with time for feedback to be

incorporated?

Equity: How is spending dispersed to address the needs

of the most vulnerable populations?

Community Engagement: Are decision makers seeking

input from the community? 

ECONOMIC JUSTICE CIRCLE 
CALL TO ACTION
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Economic Justice Circle Petition for Transparency, Equity, and Community
Engagement 

Link: http://bit.ly/arpfundspetition 

City Council Public Comment 
Link: https://pittsburghpa.gov/clerk/council-meetings

County Council Public Comment 
Link: https://www.alleghenycounty.us/county-council/request-to-
comment.aspx

R E S O U R C E S

If you are committed to advancing equity and justice and

would like more information or are looking to get

involved with future projects, feel free to contact us!

ejgp.org

info@ejgp.org

D A T A  S O U R C E S
Pennsylvania COVID-19 ARPA Local Fiscal Recovery Fund Maximum Allocations to Non-

Entitlement Units of Local Government

Link: https://dced.pa.gov/download/pennsylvania-neu-allocations/?wpdmdl=106179

COVID-19 ARPA Local Fiscal Recovery Funding 

Link: https://dced.pa.gov/programs/covid-19-arpa-local-fiscal-recovery-funding/

QCT's and Difficult Development Areas

Link: https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/qct.html

School District Allocations

Link: https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-

19/CARESAct/March2021/Pages/Allocations.aspx
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pgheconomicjustice.com

info@pgheconomicjustice.com
https://krc-pbpc.org/

 Info guide designed by: Nasyr Bey and Jason Beery, Urbankind Institute; with support from
Amber Thompson, Economic Justice Circle; Nthando Thandiwe, Pittsburgh Budget and Policy

Center; and Jared Kohler, CREATE Lab
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